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Spring 2021 STAAR Testing 
FAQ 

 
 

Is it safe for my remote student to come to campus to test? What measures are 
put in place to ensure safety? 
 
Yes. Due to the district being able to incorporate asynchronous days, we are able to have more 
test administrators available to test students in much smaller testing environments. This is 
helpful in us being able to maintain the COVID-19 safety protocols and procedures that we have 
had in place this year.  
 
Students and test administrators will be required to wear their face coverings throughout the 
test as well as for the remainder of the school day, with the exception of lunch.  
 
Our logistics for testing is to get testers to their testing room as quickly as possible and stay for 
the remainder of the day, with the exception of getting lunch. There will be no moving from 
class to class. All testing will be done in their designated testing room. When all testing is 
complete, students will remain in their testing room working on their laptops until dismissal. 
 

Can my remote student receive transportation on their test days? 
 
Yes. In order for your student to be able to receive transportation from the district, you will need 
to fill out the STAAR transportation form in Skyward. In addition, your student must stay for the 
entire school day. 
 
Transportation has their COVID-19 protocols that will need to be followed while being 
transported. Please make sure your form is filled out prior to the window closing. 
 
STAAR transportation forms are due by Sunday, March 14th at 11:59 p.m. 
 

Does my Algebra student have to take their EOC (End-of-Course) exam? 
 
Yes. For parents of high school students or students taking a high school level course, End-of-
Course (EOC) STAAR tests are a state requirement for graduation for all students including 
remote learners and on-campus learners.  Not participating in End-of-Course assessments 
(EOCs) at the high school level has implications for students since, under current law, students 
are required to perform successfully on EOCs to meet graduation requirements.  Although 
students may have future opportunities to take EOCs before graduation, we believe that it is 
important for students to participate in EOCs at the completion of the teaching of the course. If 
you have specific questions about EOC tests and their impact on graduation requirements, 
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please contact to your child’s counselor.  As a reminder, it is a requirement from Texas 
Education Agency that students be on campus for STAAR testing.   
 

Can I opt-out my student for testing? 
 
No. There is no option to opt-out. 
 

What will happen if my student does not show up to campus during their 
scheduled testing day(s)? 
 
In order to be counted present the student must be on-campus for their scheduled STAAR test. 
(Applies to both remote and on-campus students) 
 
Students who are scheduled to test and are not present will be counted absent for the day. 
 

Will lunch be provided? 
 
Yes. Our campus will provide normal hot lunches. In addition, we will not be accepting any food 
deliveries. 
 

Will face coverings be required during testing? 
 
Yes. Students and staff members will wear face coverings for the entirety of testing as well as 
through the duration of the school day. This excludes lunch. 
 

Can I check my remote student out after they are done testing? 
 
Students will remain in school for the day. We will provide a safe environment while they are on 
campus.  
 
Do not schedule any doctor’s appointments during testing days.  
 

What do students need to bring on scheduled days of testing? 
 
Students will need to bring their laptop and charger to work on assignments once all testing is 
complete. Students may choose to bring their backpack, books, cellphone, or other devices. 
Please note that cellphones, electronic devices, and smartwatches will be collected before 
testing and will be returned once testing is complete. 
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How long is the STAAR test? 
 
The state allows 4 hours for students to test with some students having the exception of 
extended time. With preparation before and after testing and a scheduled lunch, in total testing 
will take about 6 hours.  
 

What tests is my student required to take? 
 
If you have a 7th grader, they will have a STAAR test for writing, math, and reading. 
 
If you have an 8th grader, they will have a STAAR test for science, social studies, math, and 
reading. Algebra students will take the EOC (End-of-Course) exam in lieu of math. 
 

Will my student receive their accommodations for the STAAR test? 
 
Yes. Students will receive all of their STAAR accommodations during testing. 

 
If my student is not scheduled to test, what will they do that day? 
 
Students will be asynchronous on days in which they are not testing. Please view our testing 
calendar for exact dates in which your student will be asynchronous and work virtually from 
home.  
 
See Miller’s testing calendar here: 
https://www.pearlandisd.org/cms/lib/TX01918186/Centricity/Domain/23/STAARcalendar.pdf 
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